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SARAH MCLEOD JOINS GREEN DAY’S AWARD-WINNING 

MUSICAL AMERICAN IDIOT AS FULL CAST ANNOUNCED 

 
The full cast of Green Day’s American Idiot has been announced, with Sarah McLeod from The 
Superjesus confirmed to share the role of St Jimmy with Grinspoon’s Phil Jamieson for the Brisbane 
season of the explosive award-winning Broadway phenomenon at Queensland Performing Arts Centre 
(QPAC) from 13 to 21 April 2018. 

 
The role of St Jimmy has been played rotationally by rock personalities including Billie Joe Armstrong, 
Melissa Etheridge, Chris Cheney and Phil Jamieson. The Australian production’s Executive Producer Nick 
Skubij is thrilled to add Sarah McLeod to the list. “When casting, we wanted to attract the country’s best 
talent, from multiple music genres to this show – Phil and Sarah have fronted two of the biggest bands in 
Australia and to have them join a cast of established and emerging music theatre performers is going to be 
electric,” Skubij states. 
 
Sarah McLeod says on joining the cast, “I am so excited to have been offered this role. I was secretly 
envious this year when I heard Chris (Cheney) and Phil (Jamieson) were doing it. I've always wanted to be 
involved in musical theatre but so far hadn't found the right vehicle. And then BAM... a role that is so much 
up my alley. I totally relate to the split personality of Jesus of Suburbia and St Jimmy. My whole life I've felt 
like I've lived with a little devil on my shoulder whispering in my ear psyching me into trouble! At least that's 
who I blame when I do get in trouble! The music is great too, it's punk but it's got this 60s feel to it with some 
of the melodies and harmonies that I just love. It's really cleverly put together. I can't wait to be a part of 
something so different, challenging and downright mega-town cool!” 
 
As the lead singer/guitarist and primary songwriter for multi-ARIA Award-winning rock band The Superjesus, 
Sarah McLeod’s career began in the late 90s. The Superjesus achieved platinum album sales and multiple 
Top 40 singles including Gravity, Down Again and Secret Agent Man which are still rock radio staples 
nationally. When The Superjesus hiatus began in the early 00s, Sarah’s solo career soared. Releasing a 
number of EP’s and collaborations with The Living End’s Chris Cheney, The Tea Party’s Jeff Martin, and the 
Baby Animals’ Mick Skelton, and a side project band called Screaming Bikini, Sarah solidified her musical 
ability across a range of genres including hard rock, 50s & 60s barber shop and electronica. Sarah released 
Rocky's Diner in 2017 which debuted in the ARIA Top 20 albums chart. 

Joining Phil and Sarah is an all-Australian cast led by Linden Furnell as Johnny, the protagonist of the story. 
Linden was the winner of the 2016 Rob Guest Endowment Award and was last seen in the Australian tour of 
Kinky Boots and in the sold-out seasons of RENT.  

Phoebe Panaretos will reprise the role of Whatsername which earned her a 2017 Helpmann Award® 
nomination for Best Female Actor in a Supporting Role in a Musical. Phoebe made her professional debut 
when she was just 11 and since then has made international headlines being handpicked by Baz Lurhmann 
to play the lead role of Fran in Strictly Ballroom the Musical.  
 
Rounding out the cast are Connor Crawford as Tunny, Kaylah Attard as Extraordinary Girl, Alex Jeans as 
Will and Ashleigh Taylor as Heather with Erin Clare, Christopher Scalzo, Nicholas Kyriacou, Kyla 
Bartholomeusz, Maxwell Simon, Vidya Makan, Phoenix Mendoza and Kuki Tipoki.  
 
Winner of two Tony Awards® and the 2010 Grammy Award® for Best Musical Show Album, American Idiot 
features every song from Green Day’s iconic album American Idiot as well as several hits from their follow 
up release, 21st Century Breakdown.  This album not only defined Green Day as a band but also gave a 
voice to a generation waiting for the opportunity to let their hair down and embrace their youth and 
individuality. 
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Developed by Green Day’s Billie Joe Armstrong (lyrics) and Tony Award® winner Michael Mayer (book and 
lyrics), American Idiot boldly took the American musical in a new direction, capturing not just the sound of a 
generation, but also the frustrations, fears, dreams and challenges of life in the media-saturated, post 9/11 
era.  
 
It tells the story of three best mates grappling with the decision to either challenge the status quo and break 
out of their aimless rut or to remain in the safe confines of their urban existence. Their quest for true 
meaning in a world full of violence and dissolution leads them on a journey of self-discovery, heartache and 
revelation.  

 
The national tour kicks off at Sydney Opera House from 11 January, before playing strictly limited seasons at 
Adelaide Festival Centre’s Her Majesty’s Theatre from 19 January, Crown Theatre Perth from 2 February, 
Melbourne’s Comedy Theatre from 23 February and QPAC in Brisbane from 13 April. 

 
QPAC and shake & stir theatre co present 
Green Day’s American Idiot 
Music by  Green Day 
Lyrics by  Billie Joe Armstrong  
Book by  Billie Joe Armstrong and Michael Mayer  
 
Director:  Craig Ilott 
Choreographer:  Lucas Newland 
Music Directors:  Glenn Moorhouse 
Lighting Designer: Matthew Marshall 
Video Designers:  optical bloc 
Set Designer:  Josh McIntosh  
Costume Designer:  Melaine Knight  

 
American Idiot…will electrify and overwhelm your senses” Time Out, New York   

★★★★★ “Enthralling, emotional and intense; a production to engage  

an audience of any age, background, or musical preference.” Scenestr 
“Phoebe Panaretos… the best rendition of ‘Letterbomb’ I’ve seen since Green Day 

played it in 2005.” Hysteria Magazine 

 

-ENDS- 

  

WHEN:        13 to 21 April 2018 
WHERE: Playhouse, QPAC, Cultural Precinct, 

South Bank, Brisbane  
TICKETS:      qpac.com.au for current pricing  
BOOKINGS:      qpac.com.au or 136 246 
 
For further information, images or interviews please contact:  
 
Michaela Tynan,  
Publicity and Content Manager, QPAC 
Phone: (07) 3840 7984 or 0478 406 459 
Email: michaela.tynan@qpac.com.au 
 
 

https://www.timeout.com/newyork/theater/american-idiot-1
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