
 
 

 

 

 

 

Rudolf Nureyev’s Don Quixote 

With its sparkling energy and the warm colours of the staging by Raffaele Del Savio and Anna Anni, 
Rudolf Nureyev’s Don Quixote, will transport audiences with freshness, joy and choreographic 
splendour to an enchanting Spain, with gypsy dances, fandangos, matadors, windmills and the 
suspended candour of the Garden of the Dryads.  
 
Set to Ludwig Minkus’ accessible music, the adventures of Don Quixote and his trusted squire Sancho 
Panza interweave; or rather, they act as a pretext for a love story and for an evening of sizzling dances, 
scintillating and full of temperament, with funny supporting characters and virtuoso lead roles. Between 
fleeing, deceptions and disguises, Don Quixote will dance with his Dulcinea, and the young Kitri and 
the barber Basilio’s dreams will come true.  
 
Glittering and full of character, Don Quixote requires superb technique in the variations, especially in 
the final gran pas de deux that celebrates the triumph of love: a true test of the talent of every étoile.  
 
Since Rudolf Nureyev’s first performance in Milan in 1965, together with Margot Fonteyn in Romeo and 
Juliet, La Scala has applauded him on numerous occasions, as the memorable interpreter of ballet 
masterpieces in unforgettable artistic partnerships, and his choreographic works have remained in the 
theatre’s repertoire.  
 
Don Quixote, in repertoire at La Scala since 1980 (with Nureyev and Carla Fracci as protagonists), is 
one of the true signature pieces of La Scala Ballet Company, applauded in 2016, on the 400th 
anniversary of the death of Miguel de Cervantes (author of the classic novel Don Quixote de la Mancha) 
in Milan and on tour in Tokyo and recently in China. It is staged again in this year that marks the eightieth 
anniversary of the birth of Nureyev and the twenty-fifth of his death, to pay tribute to the memory of the 
choreographer and genius of the ballet, to his charismatic personality and his inimitable artistic worth. 
 
 
Performance details: 
Lyric Theatre, QPAC 
Wednesday 7 November 2018, 7.30pm  
Thursday 8 November 2018, 7.30pm 
Friday 9 November 2018, 7.30pm  
Saturday 10 November 2018, 1.00pm and 7.30pm  
Sunday 11 November 2018, 1.00pm 
Saturday 17 November, 1.00pm and 7.30pm  
 

More information: qpac.com.au/lascala 

https://www.qpac.com.au/event/la_scala_don_quixote_18/

