
Opera. a world of wonder awaits you.  

We’re sure you will have a wonderful time at Benjamin Britten’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
If you are coming to the opera for the first time, or even if you are an old hand, you may find the following notes 
useful. For practical information for your night at the opera to go straight to Opera Experience. For notes about the 
stories, the music and the performers, together with links to further information, read on. Spoiler alert - if you prefer 
to dive in and just let the music tell the story, skip to the Opera Experience! 

The story  One midsummer night the king and queen of the fairies are quarrelling: Queen Titania is besotted with a young boy and will have 
nothing to do with King Oberon. Furious, he commands his servant Puck to fetch a magic potion which has the power to make a person fall 
in love with the first thing they set eyes on. He plans to use it on Titania. Meanwhile, in the human world Lysander, Hermia, Demetrius and 
Helena are young and in love. Unfortunately, Demetrius is in love with Hermia and Helena is in love with Demetrius. All four find themselves 
in the forest, and Oberon decides to use his magic potion on them to mix things up even more. That same night six workmen – the ‘rude 
mechanicals’ – meet in the same wood to rehearse a play for the wedding of King Theseus and Queen Hippolyta, rulers of Athens. Their 
antics also attract the attention of the fairies, so out comes the magic potion again, with chaotic results. As day breaks Oberon lifts the spell 
and everything returns to normal – sort of. The story plays out with three weddings, a death scene, and a fairytale end.

If you’re really keen to get to grips with the story, the full text of Shakespeare’s play is a lovely way to get into the mood. 

The composer and the music  Benjamin Britten is widely regarded as one of the great composers of the twentieth-century. The son 
of a dentist and a  keen amateur-musician mother, his upbringing was thoroughly conventional, but from an early age he followed his 
own path. He was an animal lover, a pacifist and a discreet homosexual, and wrote music prolifically from an early age. 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream was written for re-opening 1960 of the Jubilee Hall in Britten’s home town of  Aldeburgh. The deadline 
was tight, and so Britten and his partner, Peter Pears, decided to use Shakespeare’s verse for the libretto. They made cuts and 
adaptations, however all but one line in the opera comes directly from the play. 

Britten was particularly inspired by the different groups of characters, each with their own sub-plots, all meeting in the forest. He uses a 
distinct palette of sound for each group, and even if you are hearing his music for the first time you will easily distinguish the three: the fairies 
are all harps and percussion, the lovers have a romantic string background and the mechanicals are characterised by brass and woodwind. 

The Britten-Pears Foundation has an excellent introduction to the work, which includes music extracts and photos from the original 1960 production. 

The production  Pink and blue Indian deities, a bandstand complete with uniformed band members, and 
lovers running around in jodhpurs and pith helmets – Baz Luhrmann’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream is one 
of Opera Australia’s most memorable, and most celebrated productions.

This Dream defies description but Antony Peattie’s review of its Edinburgh performance in UK newspaper The 
Independent makes a good attempt. 

Director Baz Luhrmann and designer Catherine Martin had already made an impact with their production of 
La bohème in 1990. For Dream they moved from a Parisian garret to a candlelit forest somewhere in India. 
The visually spectacular, multi-layered setting was critical and popular success. It toured to the Edinburgh 
Festival in 1994. Since then it has been revived several times in Sydney and Melbourne, with director Julie 
Edwardson bringing her own deep understanding of Britten’s score and Shakespeare’s play to the work. 
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http://shakespeare.mit.edu/midsummer/full.html
http://www.opera-australia.org.au/discover/learn_more/Synopses
http://www.brittenpears.org/?page=britten
http://www.brittenpears.org/?page=britten/repertoire/opera/midsummer.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/music/edinburgh-festival-strictly-opera-strictly-magical-britten-meets-baz-luhrmann-in-australian-operas-a-midsummer-nights-dream-antony-peattie-is-enchanted-1386037.html
http://www.opera-australia.org.au/aboutus/our_artists/creative_teams/julie_edwardson
http://www.opera-australia.org.au/aboutus/our_artists/creative_teams/julie_edwardson
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The stars  A Midsummer Night’s Dream is, above all, an ensemble piece. You’ll see children, 
principals and musicians from the Queensland Symphony Orchestra on stage, so it is hard 
to single out individuals without mentioning absolutely everyone. But do look out for 
Tobias Cole as Oberon, Jane Ede as Helena and Conal Coad as Bottom, not to mention the 
legendary Tyler Coppin, who once again plays the beguiling Puck. 

The full cast is listed here, with further links to artist biographies. 

Your opera experience
You are about to experience a night of opera at QPAC
We understand that some people can be slightly overwhelmed finding their way 
around Queensland’s leading performing arts centre and attending an opera, especially 
if it’s your first opera or first visit to QPAC. To help you make the most of your opera 
experience, we’ve put together some tips that you may find useful. 

What to wear  There are no rules about what to wear at QPAC. It is always great fun 
to frock up for the occasion and make a glamorous night of it, but dressing up is not 
mandatory and most patrons dress in smart-casual attire. 

Where to dine  From family dining to special occasions, it’s all here at QPAC! With our 
theatres only moments away, we’ll make sure you make it to your seats on time for 
curtain up. Click on the venue names to view menus.

Visit the Lyrebird Restaurant for à la carte dining starring the best of contemporary 
Australian cuisine featuring opera specials. The Café offers innovative and healthy food in 
the relaxed setting of our Melbourne Street Green or find fast and tasty meals at The Bistro. 
For a lighter option, share a bar food platter at the Lyric Foyer Bar.

Also enjoy special opera offerings including The Oyster Bar located at the ground floor 
bar and the Belvedere Vodka and Champagne Bar next to the Lyric Foyer Bar. 

Tickets  A valid ticket is required to access the Lyric Theatre. Evening performances begin 
at 7.30pm and matinee performances begin at 1pm. Please make sure you arrive on time 
as restrictions may apply from entering after the performance has commenced.

Surtitles  A Midsummer Night’s Dream is sung in English and will be performed with 
surtitles projected onto a screen above the stage. Don’t worry if you can’t follow every 
word as the action will convey a great deal of the story. If you wear glasses make sure 
you bring them along.

Interval  There will be two 20-minute intervals which will allow you to have a drink, freshen 
up and stretch your legs. When you hear the bells ringing, it’s time to return to your seats.    

Applause  Opera audiences are famous for their passionate involvement in the 
performance. Don’t be alarmed if the people around you start stomping their feet at 
the end of the performance, this is an opera tradition to show your enjoyment and 
appreciation, feel free to join in if you like!  All applause will be gratefully received, although 
it is polite to wait until the singing has stopped. One last tip:  “Bravo” is the ovation used 
for male performers, if you want to congratulate a female performer, use “Brava” instead. 

Afterwards  The show will finish around 10:45pm for evening performances and 4:15pm 
for matinees. Take the opportunity to head out after the show and enjoy all that Brisbane 
has to offer.  

Getting Here

QPAC is located on the corner  
of Grey and Melbourne Streets,  
South Bank, Queensland.

        Parking at QPAC

        Public Transport

        Patrons with individual needs

Getting Around

View the Lyric Theatre seating map 
or see what’s Around the Cultural 
Centre.

Pre-Performance Talks

Get the most out of your Opera 
Experience and hear the story behind 
the opera. Join us 45 minutes before 
performances on 5 and 7 June.  
More info >

Opera Australia online 
www.opera-australia.org.au

QPAC online 
www.qpac.com.au
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http://www.theage.com.au/news/arts/everywhere-man-goes-it-alone/2005/09/22/1126982171143.html
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