
Opera. a world of wonder awaits you.  

We’re sure you will have a spectacular night at The Magic Flute.
This is the Australian première of Julie Taymor’s spectacular production of The Magic Flute. To mark the occasion, 
we have assembled notes about the story, the music, the composer and the performers, together with links to 
interviews with the stars themselves. 

For practical information for your night at the opera go straight to Opera Experience!

The story  Lost in a mythical land between the sun and the moon, the noble Prince Tamino embarks on a dangerous quest. His 
destination is the temple of the evil wizard Sarastro and his mission, to rescue the beautiful Pamina, daughter of the mysterious Queen 
of the Night. On a perilous journey a hero needs more than courage and so Tamino is given a magic flute, one that can bewitch even 
the darkest of hearts. Accompanying him through this fantastical world is Papageno, a flighty bird-catcher who is more interested 
in girls than danger. When the two adventurers reach the temple they discover that Sarastro and his Brotherhood of the Sun are not 
what they seem. Tamino and Papageno are made to undertake a series of strange trials that will test their resolve. If they fail, Tamino 
and Pamina will never see each other again. Tamino’s faith is strong but Papageno’s foolish ways seem destined to undo him. Will the 
brave lovers fall at the final hurdle and watch their dreams of love disappear? Or will love, with the help of a little magic, conquer all? 

The plot is outlined in a full synopsis which you can view here. 

The composer and the music  The Magic Flute (Die Zauberflöte) was written by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, with the original 
German text written by Emanuel Schikaneder. It was first performed in Vienna in 1791. The Magic Flute is a Singspiel, a type of 
opera which includes both spoken dialogue and singing. It was a form of popular entertainment, which these days might be likened 
to a musical. There is some speculation that Mozart’s involvement with this fantastic fairy tale was because he needed the money. 
Regardless of his motives, Mozart managed to conjure up an 18th-century blockbuster with over 100 performances in its first year. 
Sadly, he died only a few weeks after the opening, at the young age of 35. Nevertheless the magical music he left behind remains 
joyous and thrilling. Look out for two dazzling showstopper arias, with high range and elaborate vocal ornamentation, from the 
Queen of the Night. . 

Between the sun and the moon  The Magic Flute might be set in a mythical land between the sun and the moon, with strange 
creatures and wondrous spirits, but this much loved opera is not only a fairy tale but an 18th-century comment on the idea of the 
Enlightenment. Flourishing between the late 17th and late 18th century, the idea behind Enlightenment was the belief in reason and 
wisdom over superstition and intolerance.

The production  This is the Australian première season of this wildly imaginative Magic Flute makeover which first premièred for New 
York’s Metropolitan Opera. This new work, an abridged version of the original 18th-century opera, was created by visionary director Julie 
Taymor, the talent behind the award-winning Broadway musical Disney’s The Lion King. The result, using English text, amazing designs, 
puppetry and dance, is 120 minutes of colour and music that is simply brilliant to the eye. With a giant snake, flying children, large dancing 
birds, towering polar bears and bewitching music, both children and adults alike will be spellbound. To hear how this was done, click here 
to watch our interview with Opera Australia’s Head of Props Manufacturing, Mat Lawrence. Read a 7 year old boy’s review of The 
Magic Flute. This exciting production is also a showcase for the rising stars of Opera Australia. Several cast members are graduates or 
current members of the Moffatt Oxenbould Young Artist Program, Opera Australia’s acclaimed talent development strategy. 
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http://www.opera-australia.org.au/discover/learn_more/Synopses
http://www.opera-australia.org.au/discover/learn_more/Synopses
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-01-05/magic-flute-gets-contemporary-makeover/3760452
http://www.opera-australia.org.au/discover/look_listen?m=bb22ae4e
http://www.opera-australia.org.au/discover/look_listen?m=bb22ae4e
http://www.au.timeout.com/sydney/theatre/events/27281/the-magic-flute


Your opera experience
You are about to experience a night of opera at QPAC
We understand that some people can be slightly overwhelmed finding their way 
around Queensland’s leading performing arts centre and attending an opera, especially 
if it’s your first opera or first visit to QPAc. To help you make the most of your opera 
experience, we’ve put together some tips that you may find useful. 

What to wear  There are no rules about what to wear at QPAc. It is always great fun 
to frock up for the occasion and make a glamorous night of it, but dressing up is not 
mandatory and most patrons dress in smart-casual attire. 

Where to dine  From family dining to special occasions, it’s all here at QPAc! With our 
theatres only moments away, we’ll make sure you make it to your seats on time for 
curtain up. click on the venue names to view menus.

Visit the Lyrebird Restaurant for à la carte dining starring the best of contemporary 
Australian cuisine featuring opera specials. The Café offers innovative and healthy food in 
the relaxed setting of our Melbourne Street Green or find fast and tasty meals at The Bistro. 
For a lighter option, share a bar food platter at the Lyric Foyer Bar.

Also enjoy special opera offerings including The Oyster Bar located at the ground floor 
bar and the Belvedere Vodka and Champagne Bar next to the Lyric Foyer Bar. 

Tickets  A valid ticket is required to access the Lyric Theatre. Evening performances begin 
at 7.30pm and matinee performances begin at 1pm. Please make sure you arrive on time 
as restrictions may apply from entering after the performance has commenced.

Surtitles  The Magic Flute is sung in English and will be performed with surtitles projected 
onto a screen above the stage. Don’t worry if you can’t follow every word as the action 
will convey a great deal of the story. If you wear glasses make sure you bring them along..

Interval  There will be one 20-minute interval which will allow you to have a drink, freshen 
up and stretch your legs. When you hear the bells ringing, it’s time to return to your seats.    

Applause  Opera audiences are famous for their passionate involvement in the 
performance. Don’t be alarmed if the people around you start stomping their feet at 
the end of the performance, this is an opera tradition to show your enjoyment and 
appreciation, feel free to join in if you like!  All applause will be gratefully received, although 
it is polite to wait until the singing has stopped. One last tip:  “Bravo” is the ovation used 
for male performers, if you want to congratulate a female performer, use “Brava” instead. 

Afterwards  The show will finish around 9:30pm for evening performances and 3:00pm 
for matinees. Take the opportunity to head out after the show and enjoy all that Brisbane 
has to offer. 

Getting Here

QPAc is located on the corner  
of Grey and Melbourne Streets,  
South Bank, Queensland.

        Parking at QPAC

        Public Transport

        Patrons with individual needs

Getting Around

View the Lyric Theatre seating map 
or see what’s Around the Cultural 
Centre.

Pre-Performance Talks

Get the most out of your Opera 
Experience and hear the story 
behind the opera. Join us 45 minutes 
before performances on 29 and 31 
May. More info >

Opera Australia online 
www.opera-australia.org.au

QPAC online 
www.qpac.com.au

http://www.qpac.com.au/event/lyrebird_restaurant.aspx
http://www.qpac.com.au/event/the_cafe.aspx
http://www.qpac.com.au/event/the_bistro.aspx
http://www.qpac.com.au/event/foyer_bars.aspx
http://www.qpac.com.au/event/the_Bar.aspx
http://www.qpac.com.au/event/foyer_bars.aspx
http://www.qpac.com.au/getting_here/parking/
http://www.qpac.com.au/getting_here/public_transport/
http://www.qpac.com.au/getting_around/patrons_with_individual_needs/
http://www.qpac.com.au/resources/images/lyric_seating_plan.pdf
http://www.qpac.com.au/around_the_cultural_centre/
http://www.qpac.com.au/around_the_cultural_centre/
http://www.qpac.com.au/event/OA_The_Magic_Flute_12.aspx?&showTab=Pre-Performance%20Talks
http://www.opera-australia.org.au/?utm_source=QPAC&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=BA12FluteEguide
www.qpac.com.au
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