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DRAMATIC ELEMENT GENERAL QUESTIONS APPLICATION in tequila mockingbird
RO

LE

Performers will take on one or more
roles throughout a dramatic piece.
This requires them to embody
someone or something beyond
themselves to make a believable
and credible character for the
audience. It is also important to
think about their role in the dramatic
action. Is it pivotal? Supportive?

Was the piece character or plot driven?
How were the roles used to help create
the story? Did the actors play more than
one role? How did they do this? What
changes were evident in their
performance? Was the role convincing?
How were the roles established and
maintained? What role did that character
have in the drama?

All the actors play more than one role – even if it’s just in the narration at
the beginning. Identify with students that they were changed by
costuming, props, voice and movement. How could you tell that Barb
Lowing had changed between Sue/Karen/Trish – what did she do
specifically to show these changes?

Think about how different roles served different purposes. EG Charlie was
used to help move the story forward through narration – we also saw him
grow up very quickly through the events in the play. Each role also served
to show stereotypes in both a positive and negative way.

Ensemble was used as a narration tool at the start of the play – and also
allowed the actors to step out of their character role at times.

Relationships were also key drivers in this play. Think about Rachel/Joel
and how their roles were established. Then compare to Rachel/Sameer.

La
ng

ua
ge

The words that are spoken. It’s the
foundation of a text-based play.
Subtext should also be analysed as
well as stage directions when
reading and interpreting a play.

How were words used to create power?
What was the subtext behind some of
the memorable lines? How did the
language help to shape the drama?
What was interesting about the
language? Was it hard to understand?

Language in Tequila Mockingbird is used to show character,
attitudes/values and relationships. Consider the way Dr Chavan speaks to
others, despite how they sometimes speak to him. He is always polite and
doesn’t raise his voice, but the same attitude is not shown towards him by
others – particularly Trish and Joel.
Words are used powerfully in the play – they can be very loaded with
racism and abuse, but the subtext is equally as important here. How were
the lines delivered? What was the meaning behind the line?
Also consider the different discourses in the piece – they way Charlie
spoke to his dad was much different than how he spoke to Mitch. The
same could be said about Rachel and Joel compared with Rachel and Dr
Chavan.
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Mo

ve
me

nt

The way an actor uses their body to
show emotions/reactions. Blocking
on stage. Movement can be literal
or abstract, depending on the piece.

Was the movement symbolic in anyway?
How was movement contrasted by
stillness? What effect did this have?
How did the blocking change the way
you interpreted the play? Was the
movement direct or fluid? Why was it
done this way?

Tequila Mockingbird fits into Realism and therefore the movement
supports this. The characters are very realistic – consequently their
movements must also reflect this realism. There are a few key moments of
heightened Realism – particularly in the courtroom scene. The actors use
movement more symbolically in this scene – with all of them facing the
same direction. What effect does this have?

Also reflect on the blocking in the piece. EG: The first time Dr Chavan
enters the pub he is towards the back – and comes to the counter with his
back to Joel – so he doesn’t see Joel’s reactions towards him.

SP
AC

E

The personal and general space
used on stage. This can refer to ‘the
space between’ or how the actors
used the stage space to create a
specific reaction.

How was the space used? Did it feel
open or closed? Was it cold or warm?
How did the actors interact with the
space? What did the space between the
actors tell you about the characters?

The space on the stage is used well to represent different parts of the
town – with parts of the set coming out to represent the Royal Hotel, the
doctor’s clinic, Richard’s house etc.

What effect did it have having a non-realistic set paired with realistic
acting/plot? How did this change the space?

You could also think about the space the actors used and how this helped
to show their relationships. How close did they want to be?

ST
AT

US

The power behind a role. Who has
control in a scene and how the
power shifts between characters.
This can be determined through
language, movement, gesture,
voice, costuming, staging, lighting
and A/V designs.

Who had the power in each scene? How
could you tell? How was the status
shown? What techniques were used to
create status on the stage? Does
anyone challenge the status? Where
does the power shift in the play? Why
does it shift? Can you rank the
characters in order of status? What key
moments shift this?

Power is shown on stage through levels, blocking, movement and
language. How did Joel move to show his status when he was around
Rachel? How did this change when Trish entered?
The staging also helps create status. Another point to consider is the
courtroom scene. Although Dr Chavan had the highest staging position –
up on a block – he had the lowest status in the scene as he was on trial.
Richard assumed a high status than Charlie – but this shifted a lot during
their arguments and through Charlie’s language.
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fo

cu
s How attention is directed on stage

to what is most worthy of attention.
This also relates to an actor’s focus.

What do we look at? How were you
made to look at this? How did the
characters create focus? How did the
set, lighting or A/V help focus the action?
What or who kept your focus on the
stage?

Tequila Mockingbird focuses on a small country town and the attitudes
and beliefs that exist there. The main focus of the narrative is around Dr
Chavan and his guilt/innocence in the alleged attack on Rachel.

How did the lighting and sound help to focus the drama. Did it direct you to
look at a different part of the stage?

Analyse the ways in which the actors showed focus on stage.

MO
OD

The atmosphere created.  It helps
to focus the action and ‘move’ the
audience into different feelings and
emotions throughout the piece.

What did you feel throughout the drama?
Do you think this was the intended
reaction? How were elements such as
lighting, set design and A/V used to help
create and maintain the mood?

This is a dark play. The mood is almost constantly down with elements of
lightness thrown in, but it still goes through waves. See if students can plot
the mood on a graph, showing key moments of heightened mood.

SY
MB

OL

The deeper or implied meaning of
props, costumes, lighting, text,
sound or movement.

What could the deeper meaning have
been for things you saw on stage? Was
lighting, sound or A/V used in a symbolic
way? Was this effective? Were props or
costumes used in a symbolic way?

Tequila Mockingbird is full of symbols. Discuss the symbolism of the
following: the costume/props used to represent each character, Rachel’s
tattoos, the symbolism of the set – did it remind you of an empty pool with
old worn tiles – or perhaps a bird cage? Alcohol is used as a catalyst for
negative behavior. Characters became more aggressive and racist once
under the influence of alcohol – which is hinted at in the title.
How was lighting used symbolically? In the courtroom scene lighting
helped to highlight key moments.
Think about this on a higher level – what different representations of
Australians are shown in the play? Do you agree or disagree with them?
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TE

NS
IO

N

The driving force of the dramatic
action. It must be built, maintained
or broken at various points in the
dramatic action.

How did the tension engage you? What
were you invested in? How was it built
between characters? Why was the
tension broken? How did it happen?

Tension exists in every scene of Tequila Mockingbird. It is created
between each of the characters and the various storylines in the play. You
could examine how the tension changes dependent on the situation. For
example, look at the relationship between Rachel/Joel, Rachel/Dr Chavan
– how was tension created through these characters?

It is very clear that there is tension between Rachel/Joel from the very
start – their first encounter is at the pub when Rachel asks for her keys
back. Before she appears Joel is very negative about her. How was fear
created through their relationship?

Tension of the task exists with Richard having the task of defending Dr
Chavan, whilst also trying to maintain his relationship with his son.

CO
NT

RA
ST

The use of polarised or opposing
elements is important to highlight
differences in the dramatic action.

What binary oppositions were used in
the drama? (EG light VS dark) How were
these highlighted? How did they help to
create dramatic action/meaning? Were
they effective?

One of the main points of contrast within Tequila Mockingbird is explored
through the prejudice/racism. Which characters were prejudiced? Were
they all in some way? Why/why not?
Binary Oppositions of good//bad, biased//unbiased, victim//perpetrator and
guilty//innocent were heavily explored. Again, nearly every character
showed both sides oppositions at times in the play – why? Rachel was a
victim of domestic violence, yet she was guilty of lying in the court. Charlie
was caught stealing yet showed kindness towards Dr Chavan when
almost no one else did.

How did the use of flashback help in contrasting truth // lie?
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co

st
um

e

The clothes and props a character
has are important when creating
and establishing role for both the
actor and the audience.

How were costumes used to show role?
Were they symbolic? Were they
effective? What changes were made by
characters playing more than one role?

The costumes in the play are kept very simple. Again, the play fits into
Realism, therefore the costumes reflect this. However, they were also
used to show role, as the actors were playing multiple characters.
For example when actor Nick Skubij changes from playing Charlie to Dan,
he puts on a blue work shirt and cap to highlight that he is changing role.
This is the only costume change seen on stage, to establish the stylistic
choice of multiple role-playing, as it is the first instance in the production
where we see an actor play multiple roles within the piece. The minimal
costume items are to support the non-physical characteristics of each
character ie. age, occupation, status, wealth, personality etc…

lig
ht

in
g

Lighting can be used for several
purposes - to establish mood,
emphasize space, show a change
in day/night, or to symbolise a
variety of things.

Were the lights used to show time
passing?  Was a spot light used to
highlight key
characters/scenes/elements? How
effective were the use of blackouts?
Was colour used in the lighting? If so,
why?

The lighting designer, Jason Glenwright, helped to shape the dramatic
meaning through the choice of lights, colours and washes used throughout
the play. The courtroom scene used cool, crisp white spots to heighten the
mood and tension in the scene.

Highly dramatic plot points were supported by heightened use of lighting
and blackouts.

Many of the more naturalistic scenes were lit in this way, to help focus us
on the character and narrative.

mu
sic

Any external sound or image that is
used on stage to help tell the story,
create mood, establish the setting,
show inner thoughts and/or subtext.

What did you see or hear that didn’t
come from an actor onstage? What
impact did the
A/V have on the telling of the story? Did
it support your understanding of what
was going on? Was it effective in
creating mood? Did it help to show
emotion/thought? How was diegetic and
non-diegetic sound used?

Listen carefully to the sounds used during the play. Although they are very
subtle at times, they really add to the mood and story unfolding on stage.

Again, highly dramatic plot points are supported by heightened music –
this can very quickly and effectively change the mood and atmosphere on
stage.

A conscious decision was made by Sound Designer and Composer (Guy
Webster) to use sounds that did not solely rely on stereotypical noises
associated with the setting. Instead, Mr Webster has used instruments and
sounds that evoke mood and guide the audience on the emotional journey
of the characters and the story.
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Se

t

The design on stage. It may be
minimal or detailed, moveable or
stagnant.

What did the set look like? How did you
react when you first saw it? Did it move
during the play? How effective was it in
establishing the setting? Was it
symbolic?

The set design and application on stage is a juxtaposition of the acting
styles. With a piece of Realism we often expect a realistic set – but this is
far from that! The set has been created to show the decay of the town –
old and worn, much like some of the attitudes of the townspeople. It is also
reminiscent of a cage, with some characters needing be set free.
The set is highly functional with minimal changes allowing a number of
different locations to be created – the doctor’s clinic, the pub, Richards
house and the courthouse all shown through small changes on stage.

co
nt

ex
t

Context is the lens in which we view
the drama. It is the background
information that audiences bring
with them to a performance, which
ultimately influences their
interpretation of the play. Context
can also be created on stage
through the way the narrative is
shown.

What do you already know about the text
before seeing it? When was it written?
Why was it written? Can it be set
anywhere/anytime or is the setting and
time pivotal to the meaning? What do
you need to know in order to make
sense of the narrative?

When going to see Tequila Mockingbird every audience member brings
their own context to the show. With themes of racial prejudice,
consequences of alcohol abuse and perversion of justice being explored
people will definitely bring their own understand of these darker issues.
What was political about the play? What effect did it have setting it in the
here and now, as opposed to the past, future or alternate time frame?


